obstacles, the Lord got rid of them. Not Maidenhead. | applied for the job, got
only did | get on to a degree course, |  offered an interview within 30 hours of
went to Durham University. There were posting the application and flew off to
20KSN) Y2YSyida ¢KSy WorldYouth Day, Koln. Once | got badki
decision but in the end | gave in, | to England, my mother and | were sitting
stopped fighting and went with the flow. in the car going down the motorway and

Matters she told me there was a letter for me in

Towards the end of my third year | askec the al . o Sovi
Issue 9: Auturmn 2009 G0d about a job. A lot of jobs were with € glove comparimentfor me. 50 via
motorway street lamps | read a letter

young people with substance abuse freri b, | it
problems, and although this is a worth otiering me & Job. 7 was & Iitie unsure

Hail and Farewell | j its 2265 2a srayho2dl UKS 220 ba Kdgs

_ Catholic Church. So | asked God for hel the Catholic Church, but it was for a

L {2 a A a dzNLJINA a 7\ y 3 fA i5: R o give me a job. I Christian Charity and the work would be
2ySasStto b2zud 6SOl dz " € enjoyable. God has shown me this job,
G2 &aresx FIFNJ FNRY A G1Sureenoughonlydayslaterlwas ;{isoltookit. It was a fantastic job and I
or know me for a while knows | have a lot  offered a job, to do a research yearin a |earnt a lot and developed a lot

to say. What | find so har parish, my home parish,  personally as well as professionally.

about the youth ministry
that was happening at the
Y2YSydz 46KI QG
strengths and weakness,
how to develop the
ministry for the benefit

= not just the youth but for

= \

_ £ ' the parish; and what the _

about how | got into youth Ar about. There were a number of jobs that
o _~ nextsteps would be. It

work. | got into youth . interested me. So since this was an
was an eye opening year

work because it was what God wanted me answer to prayer, | applied for a few.
) i . and | learn so much about what youth
to do. | tried to fight him, | even taunted

i o ) . ministry within a parish setting could be. So here | am in Croydon Deanery starting
him with impossible obstacles in my path . . .
. As my year ended | needed a new job sc off a new job and a new part of my life.
that would stop me do his work, for

again | asked God again to help me out. God guided me and my life, even though
example | had no+#evels so how was | AlG 61 AyQi 6KSNB L (K2

suppose to go to Uni a.nd get adegree in Thﬁ HEXI' dsyyy mfother canr;]e hOfll(ﬂe 32 LAy a2 SEOAGSR loz
youth work. But that did not put Him off, ~ with an job a ve_rt or a youth worker in tSFRAYI YS y2aXktdK2d
and although | saw them as a welcome a Youth Drop In in the centre of insight would be nice.

is being able to sum myse
up in a few words and
make myself sound
interesting.

After almost three years in the job | felt |
needed something different. | wanted a
new challenge, so again | asked God, but
this time | asked for more, | wanted a job
in the Catholic Church this time. The
next day | got an email from a forum |
had joined a while before and forgotten

So rather than talk about
my likes and dislikes |
thought | would tell you

A Big Thank You ®

o\’
Tom Caluori, after 5 yearsinthe job e Hewritesa L g2dzf R € A1 S (2 Y
Deanery Youth Minister, has now those throughout the deanery who have
retired. He taken up a post at worked so hard and despite work and
Croydon Coll t time Catholic famil it ts h d t

roy F)n ollege as part time Catholic vaml )f commi mevnAs f ave ma e'{a greav Croydon Dednery
Chaplin. al ONATAOSa Ay UKA& YA  youth Project
Tom has done a lot over those five ~ We would like to thank Tom for making
years mainly focusing on post the changed over to Dawn so effortless.
confirmation formation programs. Dawn hopes that she can support the

schools and parishes within Croydon
Deanery as well as he has, and to build | If you are at Croydon College and

on what Tom has brought to the area. would like to contact Tom phone
0208 760 5973

Post confirmation formation programs
allow our young people to come to a
sense of ownership and belonging in
the Church, it also gives the young  Thank you Tom for all your hard work,
people an opportunity to grow in to a and wish you well for you position as
relationship with Jesus Christ. Catholic Chaplain at Croydon College. V




Redesigning the website

www.cdyp.org is the Croydon Deanery
Youth Project website. It had fallen
behind in how up to date it is, but this
will soon change. It is currently going
through huge changes and is being
completely being revamped.

The new revamped website will hold a
number of resources for those working
with young people that can be
downloaded and used. It will also sign
post them to other resources online.
There will also be a discussion board for
those who are working with young people
to discuss any issues that are coming up,
solutions to any problems they have had,
to share resources and to offer words

of advice and support. There will also be
an area where young people can talk with

each other and offer
each other support and
friendship as they face
struggles in their lives. They website will also
include examples of various forms which
might be needed to undertake youth ministry
and how they can adapted them for the work
that is being undertaken.

The website will have previous events that
CDYP have organised as well as showing what
events are coming up. It will also have a
section for any events Catholic or other
Christian denomination that are coming up
either within the Croydon Deanery area or
within London.

Each of the churches and schools are welcome
to have a page on the website explaining what
their youth ministry they are undertaking.

You can use this to advertise the work you

[Croydon Deanei
outh Project
“© Yy <

are doing or the work you have done in the
past. Please do ensure that any photos you
wish to add do have the appropriate
permissions.

If anyone has any suggestions about what
they would like to see within the website
please contact Dawn Nicholson (info on the
back page) and she will be more than happy to
talk to you. If you are a young person and
would like to get more involved with the
website design please contact Dawn and she
will contact you to talk through any ideas

that you might have.

Keep your eyes peeled. It is hoped that the
website will be re -launched early September.

Deanery Youth Council

CDYP is currently looking for some
young people to join the Deanery
Youth Council.

The Deanery Youth Council is a group
of young people who come together to
discuss issues that they feel effect
them within the Church today. Those
who sit on the Deanery Youth Council
have the opportunity to develop the

work that is currently going on. The

young people have the opportunity to  help
organise events and publicise them within
the deanery. The youth council also has
the opportunity to work on Youth Matter,
the deanery newsletter and the web site.

We are looking for two young people from
each parish to become members, attend
meetings and to feed back to the parish.

The young person needs to be committed
and wiling to be active within the

Deanery but also within their parish.

As part of their responsibility will include
gathering information and to disseminate
this information. A key role will be to help

in the planning and organisation of youth
events that are held within the Deanery.

The Deanery Youth Council will meet once
every half term at different locations
within the deanery.

If you would like to know more details
please get in touch.

Volunteer Training

Over the years youth work has changed. Il [N
2 AGK GKS wozilzy o
increasing, there are more policies and
procedures appear which have to be
adhered to. More paper work that tends
to confuse people, that takes up a lot of
time.

With this in mind there will be a day on the

26th September, St Andrews, Thornton Heath,
starting at 10am where all volunteers will be

invited to come along and see what training we
KIgS G2 2FFSN® LG oAt
YAYAAGNEKQ WLt AOASE | yR
Luckily there is help at hand. CDYP workingc | JNT OG0 A OS QS WK2g (2 g2 NJ
along side SCYS provides training for all || also be asking volunteers to tell us what
volunteers. We would not expect our areas they would like some training on.

There are risk assessments, child

protection, best was of dealing with a %EEGFS o UH acq ur teacgers

guTaAfethhZ til?\z/t()llljniersua:dssé\flf 3 E work withE}])ﬁl‘r%chil dgr/:ﬁé V\/Z(i)ﬁlﬁ?th eu Y For further details please contak@ren North
appropriate training. So we encourage (knorth@scys.org.uk 01227 272900) or Dawn

members are to know about and adhere _ o o Nicholson.

to. Itis a confusing place what can be people working within youth ministry to

very hard to know where to start. undertake this training.



B o, Youth Mass

God and, like any family, we need to meet and, therefore, can find it difficult to

with one another. The communal arrange for a group of young people to
So why is it so important to celebrate  celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is to attend. | would suggest that those
Mass? give witness to our belief in God andto  parishes consider the possibility of allowing
help strengthen one another in this faith. their young people to organise a youth
Weekly mass is an essential part of bein Sundays should be set aside so that Mass once a term where the young people
/' iK2fAQY i KS OSt nothing else gets in the way of our N are able (with the right support) to take a
Day and His Eucharist is at the heart of meeting with one another and with our full and active part in all aspects of the
iKS / KdzZNOKQa tAFTS God. Mass. This can be a great opportunity to
Lord instituted the Sacrament as a open dialogue with the young people and
pledge of His love. From that day to Every individual may have their own help them to develop a greater

today Christians have met together to  preferences on how they would like to understanding about the Mass and assist

K2y 2dzNJ / KNRA &G Q& NI celebrate the Eucharist: What is helpful té them in developing their sense of

AY YSY2NE 27F YSQ® oneperson to feel close God may notbe community within the Church. In an effort
helpful to another. In my experience to emphasis this sense of community |

{Go t I dzZ Qa € SGGSNJ different types of Sunday Masses can eak would suggest that this Mass should be

GKS Tl AGKTFdzZE 2nBt G K produce different atmospheres. Young  one of the regular weekend Masses so that

neglecting to meet together, as isthe  people sometimes feel that the regular the community as a whole can join in and

habit of some, but encouraging one Masses do not always engage them to fee support the young people of the parish.
anothelQ O MANYHpPO D ¢ K close to God. I Let the young people hold the reigns and
is the opportunity to praise God through allow them to explore their faith. The

song, prayer and the Scriptures and to  Croydon Deanery Youth Project holds a  results will be amazing.
receive the Body and Blood of Christ.  youth Mass each term and on the feast of

Christ the King which is also Youth If you would like any help with this
Catholics come together for Mass Sunday. There are, however, a number o endeavour, please contact Dawn
because we are all part of the family of parishes who have Confirmations that day Nicholson .

Going to Lourdes

, > . the shrines and churches was

people go with Brother Ben NEEEE - rewarding for me as well as them.

to Lourdes, as part of a A : Seeing their faith and watching

Central Service Group for % them build their devotion was an

HCPT (www.hcpt.org.uk). | unforgettable experience.

One young person Philip hd Volunteers are supposedly unpaid

this to say about his == Workers but | was rewarded in a
experience. YdzOK Y2NB fFaday3a g

awSadza &aLSy il & Philip Brereton (20) attended John
for the unfortunate and Fisher School in Purley and is
often hung out with the 7 currently studying English

blind, lame and unfortunate y _ Literature and Film Studies at De
This is what my group and e N /] Montfort University in Leicester.
did in Lourdes during Easte™ " RO

é‘é He is also currently involved in a
All 40 young people '\ mentoring scheme for children in

A2

dzy I yAY2dzaf & | : ‘g e el T care. This was his third trip to

an amazing experience, my ' -5 Lourdes and he plans on going

self included. It is hard to put into ) ) ) again next year.

words the feeling you get when caring perspective. Caring for these kids makes _ .
you see that even a small gesture of If you would like to hear more about going

for people. | was with a specific group
of handicapped children all week and
they touched me and made me think

about things like never before.

kindness like helping someone up the to Lourdes during Easter 2010 Br. Ben
allANBE 2N K2t RAY3I &a@enSy@Dieem) & PatiRorsdanyt 32 |
long way and really can make a difference Coloma School 020 8654 6228.

to people. Their gratitude gave me an

It was often sad to know what these  ynexplainable inner peace that will always
kids had been through but the joy and  pe with me throughout my life.

enthusiasm they miraculously had for
life made me appreciate things more
and put my own grumblings in

There is also a diocesan pilgrimage to
Lourdes during August. For more
information please contact Fr. Brendan at
Taking the kids to see where the Virgin ~ St. John the Baptist, Purley on 020 8660
Mary appeared and letting them 3815

experience the wonder of the miracle in



World Youth Day: An Amazing Expe

rience Down Under

World youth Day,
Sydney 8 Julyc 23¢

seeing all the flags and hearing the
different languages, was an experience

we would celebrate with the Pope, the
evening vigil and then camp out under the

July 2008 stars ready for the Final Mass. Itwas a

freezing cold night but everyone was full

itself!

WYD W, o2dz gAEf  NFEGEmMES acd hesis with
SYD ’ ., @5{ esing lAfEMCSCthC ?SIS WA of energy and excitement that lasted well
when the Holy Spirit bishop or a cardinal about a different .
) into the small hours.
comes upon you and aspect of the theme above. This would be
g2dz 6Aff 0S8 Y& @A 0 yf8lawedoy Many youth festivals taking 5 dzNAy 3 G KS t2LI5Qa | 2 YA
. i was struck by one particular thing he said
Last July | was lucky enough to be given place all over the city. Y F_) A g < a A
. and thatwasthao SAy 3 daaSlf SR
the opportunity to attend World Youth On Thursday (LANRGE YSHya y2
Day in Sydney; it really was an enormous afternoon we all : . .
g . @ afraid to stand up for Christ,
privilege to be able to go and celebrate  gathered together in .
. ) letting the truth of the
my faith with other young people the Harbour to
. Gospel permeate the way
especially as | could have let the welcome the Pope, .
opportunity pass me by! the atmosphere was/ g e see, thinkandactas we
' octri P % work for the triumph of the
For the first four days we stayed with eectr.lc as e.vel_ryone o4 OAN OAf A Al Thezy 27
< i & x .cwangeg gn}_h 2% 3
K2aua FTLFEYAfASa Ay (i j 3 Jtth g & YCW movement really does
Maitland, just north of Sydney. | was tahn lexgl em::tr; C?h o here 1o o this; something | had just become familiar
staying with another girl from our group he eé ehr 9 T b u.rc V\ﬁs, t:ere ojon with, so | resolved to become involved it
in a family of six. Whilst we were there them in their celebration of faith. more when | returned home.
we took part in various activities, one of Fri f h i f th . . . 2
' p . : On rldayaternoonteStatlonsoFe (2 6KIG y26K 28tf LQY
which was to spend a day in service, a  Cross were re&nacted at different points
chance for us to say Thank you for havin dth | tb t t int President of our Deanery YCW group and
roun i nn in in B .
y y garound the city. | cannotbeginto putinto  »'\r 5 v\ 3 GrkAy3A 6 A DK

us. words what the atmosphere was like as |t
P trying to spread the word about World

changed considerably over the 13 stations;
5 d L SELIENKSVOSR D 2 RhQDay and get more people to cog1e
2 y 2 BT NWads Vooda )
as | realised that his Son died to save me
as well as everyone else! See you in Madrid in 2011!

On the Monday we left for Sydney, via
the world famous Bondi Beach! The
following day, the pilgrimage officially
began with the Opening Mass celebrated
by Cardinal George Pell. Wow what an
experience of Church that was! Just

Love & Prayers
Emma Stradling

Saturday saw us taking the pilgrimage
walk to the Southern Cross Precinct where

P
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Croydon Deanery
Youth Project

Croydon Deanary Youth Project

St. Joseph's College
Beulah Hill

London

SE19 3HL

07775 592984
020 8761 1426 ext 244
dawn@scys.org.uk

If you have any ideas of what you would like to see in the newsletter, or
perhaps you have written an article about a youth event your parish or
i school has run or you have an idea of what you would like to see in the Supporting youth ministry within Croydon

newsletter, or maybe you would like to help create Youth Matters.
If any of this sounds like your cup of tea

www.cdyp.org

Please contact Dawn Nicholson.



